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to Don Francisco Pisarro, he gaue the tyttle op addition 
of Marquesse, and made him Governour of Newe Castile, 
and also ordayned hitn Knight of the order of Saint James." 

" To Don Diego de Almagro, he gaue the gouernment 
of Newe Toledo, and the tyttle of cheefe Discouerer. 
Particularly the Marquesse was greatly atfectioned, and 
helde in greate feare and reuerence Ihe name of his Maies- 
tie : insomuch that he abstayned from dooing of many 
thinges that he had power to doo, declaring that he would 
not that his Maiestie should say, how he ascended in the 
land : and oftentymes when he was present at the melting 
of the Sylver and Golde, he would ryse from his chayre, 
to take up the graynes of Sylver and Golde, which fell from 
the clypping saying : that with his mouth when handes 
fayled, he woulde gather together the kinge's portion." 

"These two Gentlemen, were equall euen in they re kindes 
of death, for the Marquesse brother, put Don Diego to 
death, and Don Diego his sonne slewe the Marquesse. 
The Marquesse was desirous to benefit the Countrey, by 
tyllage and other commodities." 

" He built a fayre house in the Cittie of the Kinges : he 
also built for the benefite of the Cittie, two rowes of myites, 
along the Riuer's side, in which buylding he occupied him- 
selfe at all tymes of leysure, giuing his councell and opinion 
to all to the Maister workmen : He tooke great paynes in 
setting forwarde the workes of the Catheclrall Church of the 
Cittie of the Kinges, and other lyke monuments." 

This book is curious as a specimen of early typography 
and for the block engravings, with which it is ornamented ; 
but these peculiarities it is not necessary here to describe. 



for the north-american journal. 

Sir, 

If the following minutes, relating to the Russian and 
American settlements on the North- West Coast of Amerir 
ca, and which were hastily written down from the verbal 
communications of a friend, who visited those settlements, 
will gratify the curiosity of your readers, they are at your 
service. C. D. 

7b the Editor. 
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■ At the settlement of Norfolk Sound in latitude 57° north, 
there are about 600 Russians. The first settlement was 
made by BerrenofF, in 179:2, then a merchant, who fought 
some battles with the natives who had entrenched them- 
selves in a fort made of trees, and impenetrable by either 
musket or cannon shot ; the natives fired through small 
loop holes, made in their semicircular entrenchment, while 
the Russian vessels kept up a long continued fire from 
their troops and ships, with little or no effect. 

Berrenoff then had recourse to shells, and succeeded 
eventually in throwing a few over the breast work, which 
fell among and destroyed several of the natives, and drove 
them from the fort, of which the Russians took possession, 
and the natives submitted. For these and other services 
in making the establishment, the Russian Emperour created 
him a Count of the Empire and Governour of the Settle- 
ment. He employs the Russians and the Natives under 
his control in fishing for the Sea Otters, and catching the 
tew seal which he sends to the China market, or sells to the 
Aaierican vessels at the settlement, in exchange for sup- 
plies for his troops and people. His armed force is com- 
posed of Russians and Kodiac Indians, drilled and disci- 
plined in the Russian manner. There are no white women, 
and only four or five half bloods; but the wives of the sub- 
altern officers and soldiers, and the mistresses of the gover- 
nour and other commissioned officers, are the copper 
coloured native women. Such is the quantity of peltry 
collected, that it is not unusual for the Count to give twenty 
thousand dollars to a single ship for the freight of furs to 
China. Another source of considerable revenue is derived 
from supplying A ne.ican vessels with canoes and Kodiac 
Indians under Russian officers, who goon the coast of Cali- 
fornia and kill otters. Each canoe is manned with three In- 
dians, and a vessel of "200 or 250 tons takes with her fifty 
canoes and Indians and Russians, who are on board the ship 
until she arrives in the wafer frequented by the otters. 
Their manner of killing them is when the wind is calm and 
the sea smooth the canoes leave the ship, which is never 
done when the sea is rough or when there is much wind. 
In this case there is no hunting : the otters in calm weather 
frequently sleep with their heads out of the water, at other 
times they sport in schools, springing nearly out of the 
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water, and in pursuit of their food, which is the squid of our 
coast. 

Fifteen canoes form one party, each with three Indians, 
and one other canoe having a Russian and two Indians in 
it. The canoes are made of the skin of the Sea Lion, drawn 
over a light wooden frame ; and swim literally on the sur- 
face of (he water. No one can go in them but the Indians, 
except one Russian for each party, and he sits in the centre, 
for the purpose of keeping an account of the game killed, 
and putting it down to the credit of the fortunate individual. 

The canoes are about fifteen feet long, quite narrow ; 
each having three holes, in which (he Indians sit and con- 
ceal themselves. They approach the otters very silently. 
Tiie stillness of night pervades the little fleet in its ap- 
proach to its intended sporting or sleeping prey. This 
approach is made in a circle continually decreasing, while 
the canoe having the Russian is on the outside. At the 
side of each Indian is a spear, his arrows and bow, and a 
small piece of wood, on which he makes a notch each time 
he kills an otter. When the circle has become sufficiently 
contracted, each Indian fires his arrow, on which is his 
name, and at a signal they all rush to pick up the dead 
otters. The Russian sits in his canoe with a book in his 
hand, in which he gives credit to each Indian for the otters 
he may have killed. This is determined in favour of that 
Indian whose arrow is found nearest the centre of the 
otter's ear. Be there ever so many arrows contributing to 
the otter's death, only one Indian is credited for it, and 
that Indian is the one, whose arrow, with his name on it, as 
was before said, is found nearest the ear hole. 

These accounts are kept with the most honourable accu- 
racy. And on their return to the Russian settlement, the 
most successful Indians are much applauded by the gover- 
nour, with a view to excite ambition, and they are all re- 
warded by receiving from the government stores, tobacco, 
rum, coarse cloaihing, and other articles for the supply of 
Indian wants, and for the gratification of Indian vanity ; and 
these supplies and gratifications are furnished in proportion 
to the credit, on the Russian subaltern's book. 

The governour receives one half of all the skins, as a 
compensation for the use of I he canoes, and for the services, 
©f his subjects. 
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While on board the ship, they are all armed with a crease 
or dagger whi -h they continually wear. It would be easy 
for them to destroy the officers and crew and take posses- 
sion of the ship. But this is prevented by always taking 
a native woman of high rank, in the ship, to whom they ate 
at all times obedient and submissive. She must be treated 
as her rank demands, with particular atleniion, and receives 
many presents. Besides, the Indians well know if they 
took possession of the ship, they would all be inevitably 
lost from their ignorance of navigation, and utter inability of 
managing a large vessel. They are fed while on board 
with whale oil and berries, which are put up into casks 
previous to their leaving Norfolk Sound, as a Sea Stock 
for the Passage. 

The American settlement is on the banks of the Colum- 
bia, about ten degrees south of the Russians. In the year 
a conveyance was made, by the natives, of a large 
tract of this country to Captains Kendrick and Gray of 
Boston, and the deed is supposed to be in possession of 
some merchant who was interested in that expedition. A 
few weeks since, some Americans from New-York, under 
those calling themselves the North West American fur 
company, of which Jno. Jacob Astor is the President, 
planted themselves here ; having some connexion with the 
English North West Company in Canada. After Captain 
Porter in the Essex had destroyed the English South Sea 
Whalers, and broken up their fishery, the Essex, as we all 
know, was, after a very severe action, captured by the 
British. Then the Cherub and Racoon sloops of war 
were despatched to capture the Americans at the Sand- 
wich Islands, and destroy their trade both there and at the 
Columbia river. But the Americans received over land 
information of the expedition, through the medium of the 
English Fur Company stationed about half way from the 
western and eastern sides of the continent; and here it may 
be remarked, that the English have trading log houses es- 
tablished all the way from Canada across the continent to the 
head of the Columbia river ; so that they were enabled to 
give the information before the British vessels arrived. The 
English traders represented themselves as being out of pro- 
visions, and proposed, that the Americans should sell them 
their provisions and furs on hand, break up the settlement 
peaceably, and receive bills on Canada in payment. To 
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these terms the Americans agreed. When the Cherub and 
Racoon arrived, they found their expected game had 
escaped. And they expressed much disappointment that 
their expedition, in this particular, should have been ren- 
dered abortive, especially as very glowing and highly 
coloured pictures of the wealth of the settlement and the 
great amount of prize-money they should obtain, had been 
constantly presented to their view by those who ordered 
the expedition. The natives about Columbia river, on 
having the conveyance made known to them, expressed 
their dislike of the transaction, and wished to join the 
Americans in resisting the English by force, should they 
come. It was impossible for them not to suppose the 
English a superiour order of men, when they saw the 
Americans resorting to measures, by which they might 
secure their property without fighting. But the Ameri- 
cans did secure their property by the Canada bills, and the 
British obtained no spoils. 

It is evident that the north west trade, and the settlements 
of the Americans and Russians in that quarter, have excited 
the attention of the English. In a late Quarterly Review, 
there is an article, containing many remarks apparently of 
much more import than the ordinary speculations of a peri- 
odical paper. Among other things it is remarked, that the 
Russians having extensive settlements on the eastern coast 
of Asia and on the western coast of America, by adopting 
a course of policy, different from that they have pursued re- 
specting Kamskcatka, might, for a time at least, secure to 
herself the complete command of the trade of the north 
west coast of America and all its fisheries, and with proper 
management soon obtain the monopoly of the fur trade to 
the China market. And it is added, after a long course of 
reasoning, tending to produce a clashing of interest between 
us and the Russians, " that the increasing scarcity of pel- 
try, cannot fail to produce a collision of interests between 
England, Russia, and the United States, which will at some 
time or other probably terminate in war." 

The settlement of Count Berrenoff is at times visited by 
the publick ships of Russia, having with them officers of 
great experience and information. They are always accom- 
panied by a large number of young men of noble families, in 
the capacity of midshipmen, and in other minor siiuations. 
These young men are without exception, of the first edu- 
cation. 

Vol. II. No. 6. 39 
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There is a continual communication kept up between 
Analaska on the western side of America, and Petersburg 
in Russia. The rout is from Norfolk Sound, or Mount 
Edijecumbe, across the water and up the Shotkasea, seven 
hundred miles to Shotska. From Shotska by land to Jeer- 
juskha: about six hundred and fifty miles from Jeerjuskha, 
they go up the river Lena fifteen hundred miles in boats, in 
a calm they pole the vessel, in a breeze sail, until they 
arrive at Cartzeu. From Cartzeu they go by land in a 
coach conveyance to Erskoutsa, about one hundred and 
seventy miles. Erskoutsa is a large place having about 
nine hundred houses. From Erskoutsa ihey proceed in a 
carriage to Tompsk about eight hundred miles. From 
Tourpsk they proceed to Tobolskow about fifteen hundred 
Russian miles, (longer than tfur miles.) From Tobolskow 
in the same conveyance to Tuimen, about one hundred and 
sixty miles. From Tuimen to Casan about nine hundred 
miles. Casan is a large city, having fifteen thousand houses. 
From Casan to Moscow three hundred and sixty miles ; 
from Moscow to St. Petersburg four hundred and eighty 
miles, it being altogether about six thousand five hundred 
and twenty miles. 



to the editor. 
Sib, 

From a number of the publication of the society for the 
encouragement of National Industry in Paris, which is at 
the Atheneum, we have translated the following account of 
a most useful improvement in the common foot stove ; such 
stoves are much used among us in our houses, and in tra- 
velling. This improvement makes it much more safe, 
agreeable, and economical ; and its advantages in a nursery 
or a sick chamber, at times when a fire is not wanted, would 
alone make it valuable. The construction appears simple, 
but if one could be imported from Paris, it might be more 
easily imitated. We think it would be worth the attention 
of some of our manufacturers in this line. 

Madame Augustine Chambon de Montaux presented 
to the society for the encouragement of the economical arts, 
at the publick sitting of the 10th of May last, economical 
foot stoves, which she has named augustines, and for which 
she hag taken a patent. 



